
Systemic Racism - A Pedagogical Approach to deconstruct
racist stereotypes

Training workshops for the Professional Development of part-time
faculty of Ottawa University

1. Context
In our modern societies, stereotypes and prejudices inherited from history continue to pollute
minds and fuel racism against people of African descent. However, research shows that
Africa is at the heart of all civilizations. Unfortunately, the history of Africa and African
descent is biased and hardly reflects the reality that might make Afro-descendants proud.
Reviewing the perception and view towards Africans and Afro-descendants in schools,
freeing ourselves from this biased view requires a real commitment from all of us. The
Association canadienne pour la promotion des héritages africains (ACPHA) offers two
workshops targeting the part time english speaking faculty members of the University of
Ottawa. These workshops are based on the UNESCO General History of Africa (GHA) and
the work of leading scholars.

2. Objective
The main objective of this project is to motivate professors on the injustice and inequality
engendered by the systemic racism that Africans and Afro-descendants experience so that
they can adapt their teaching to better meet the needs of African descent and deconstruct
stereotypes and perceptions that affect negatively this group of students

3 Mode of delivery
The service will be carried out mainly in synchronous online mode through the Microsoft
Teams tool.



4. Workshop schedule
Two works will be held simultaneously in both languages:French and english on may 26,
2021.

Workshop 9h30 - 10h45 11h00 - 12h15

Workshop 1 English French

Workshop 2 French English

5. Presentation of workshops and speakers
Workshop 1: Understanding racism against blacks and becoming an ally

Description:
This workshop will explore the origin of racism against blacks and how it affects the
everyday life of african descent people. This workshop is in the form of discussion on how
to approach racism, whether individual, systemic or ideological  against blacks and how to
do your part to counter it as a citizen

Speaker
Jean Fils-Aimé, Ph.D
Dr Jean Fils-Aimé holds a Ph.D from the Faculty of Theology of the University of
Montreal (2003). He is a specialist in questions of religion and culture in modernity. He
holds a master's degree in medieval history (M.A.) from McGill University (1997). He also
holds a Masters in Public Administration (M.A.P.) with a specialization in International
Management from the École Nationale d’Administration Publique from the University of
(2012). In addition, he completed doctoral studies with a view to obtaining a doctorate in
Business Administration (Ph.D not obtained) from Sherbrooke University. He is a senior
consultant and certified trainer in business management, author of 14 monographs,
intercultural management researcher and policy analyst. He has lived in Quebec for 30
years.
Sources: WWW.jeanfilsaime.com

Workshop 2: Deconstructing racial prejudices: the challenges of teaching of African
history



Description :
This workshop will analyze how history and ethnology have been used to justify a
socioeconomic order that has been built on the hierarchy of races, cultures and
civilizations. The focus will be on the General History of Africa collection of UNESCO to
help to dismantle the prejudices that continue to fuel racism against Africans and
Afro-descendants. In the current context marked by rising demands for justice and equity,
the session will discuss the challenges of teaching African history.

Speaker
Ali Moussa Iye, Ph.D
Former Head of the History and Memory Section for Dialogue and coordinator of
UNESCO flagship projects, the slave route and the general history of Africa. He has held
several positions within UNESCO, including coordinator in Addis Ababa of the Culture of
Peace Program in the Horn of Africa, responsible for the program on democracy and
finally the program against racism and discrimination for the follow-up to the Durban
World Conference against Racism. He also coordinated the implementation of the teaching
of UNESCO's General History of Africa (GHA).


